
The National Early Learning and Development Programme Support Fund during 

COVID-19 in the Republic of the South Africa  

Email: ecdfund@necda.org.za 

The ECD-Support-fund is an independent fund managed and overseen by an Independent Oversight Committee. Visit https://www.ecdalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/ECD-
COVID-19-Founding-Document-Final-for-Publication.pdf for more information on the fund and the members of the Independent Oversight Committee.  

For more information on how to make a contribution to the fund visit https://www.ecdalliance.org/ecd-support-fund-contributors-banking-details/   
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INDEPENDENT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

ECD-support-fund is administered and managed independently by a special Independent Oversight Committee established in terms of 

clause 9 of the Founding Document.  

Committee Name  Founding Document reference Base organisation  

Chairperson  Ms Queen Mgobhozi Representatives from South African based business or corporates 

(clause 9.2.3.1) 

Unilever SA 

Deputy 

Chairperson  

Ms Giuliana Bland Independent individual with extensive knowledge and experience 

of the early childhood development sector in South Africa (clause 

9.2.3.4) 

Jim Joel Fund/ Oppenheimer Memorial 

Trust 

Secretary Mr André Viviers Representative knowledgeable in the field of early childhood 

development from international organisations operating in South 

Africa (clause 9.2.3.5) 

UNICEF South Africa  

Treasurer Mr Lunga Schoeman  Representatives from South African based business or corporates 

(clause 9.2.3.1) 

Shoprite Checkers (Pty) Ltd 

Members  Ms Rene King Ex officio representative designated from the NECDA 

Management Board to represent the NECDA Management Board 

(clause 9.2.1.2) 

NECDA Chairperson / Khululeka  

 Mr Leonard Saul  Representative designated from the South African Congress for 

Early Childhood Development (clause 9.2.3.1) 

CEO of the South African Congress for 

Early Childhood Development 

 Ms Mmatsetshweu Ruby 

Motaung  

Representative nominated by the NECDA membership 

representing the organisational membership to represent NECDA 

and not his or her individual organisation (clause 9.2.1.1) 

NECDA Management Committee / 

Training and Resource in Early 

Education (TREE) 

 Dr Janeli Kotzé Representative from the Department of Basic Education (clause 

9.2.3.3) 

Department of Basic Education  

 Ms Isabella Sekawana Representative from the National Department of Social 

Development (clause 9.2.3.2) 

Department of Social Development   

 Dr Vuyelwa Nhlapo Representatives representing the early childhood development 

donor community (clause 9.2.2.2) 

Assupol Community Trust 

 Ms Johannita Mcleod Representatives representing the early childhood development 

donor community (clause 9.2.2.2) 

First National Bank  

 Ms Deepa Patel   Representatives representing the early childhood development 

donor community (clause 9.2.2.2) 

Grindrod Family Centenary Trust 

 Ms Kerry Kassen Representative knowledgeable in the field of early childhood 

development from international organisations operating in South 

Africa (clause 9.2.3.5) 

The LEGO Foundation  

 Ms Marie-Louise 

Samuels 

Independent individual with extensive knowledge and experience 

of the early childhood development sector in South Africa (clause 

9.2.3.4) 

Retired (for Director for ECD in the 

Department of Basic Education)  

 Ms Lizette Berry Independent individual with extensive knowledge and experience 

of the early childhood development sector in South Africa (clause 

9.2.3.4) 

Children's Institute, University of Cape 

Town 
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